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1.0 Introductory Statement  
This homework policy was formulated having first consulted Teachers, Pupils and 
Parents/Guardians. Feedback was sought via focused discussion at staff level, via pupil 
surveys and parent/guardian surveys in relation to current and potential future changes 
to existing homework practices. 
 
 
2.0 Rationale 
This document is intended to provide details of the whole school plan for homework for 
St. Brigid’s Girls National School. Our aim is to promote a consistent approach to 
homework and make expectations clear across all classes. We endeavour to make 
homework a meaningful and valuable learning experience for pupils as much as is 
possible.  
 
 
 
3.0 Aims 
In general, the broad aims of this homework policy are to: 

●​ Promote the use of homework to consolidate the learning that takes place at 
school. 

●​ Foster independence, self-reliance and responsibility for life-long learning. 
●​ Promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all teachers 

and class levels, where possible. 
●​ Further develop the links between home and school. 
●​ Keep parents/guardians informed about their child’s/children’s education. 
●​ Develop and encourage the habit of independent learning, amongst all pupils, to 

the best of their ability. 
 
 
 
4.0 Key Information Pertaining to How Homework is Issued at St. Brigid’s G.N.S. 
 
Start Date for Homework Being Issued ●​ September Week 1 + 2: No 

homework will be sent home. The 
first two weeks of school will allow 
the pupils to practice their 
homework in school. 

●​ September Week 3 Onwards: 
Homework will be sent home for 
completion. 

End Date for Homework Being Issued ●​ June week 1 + 2: Project 
based/revision homework will be 
issued at the teacher’s discretion. 
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●​ June week 3 + 4: No homework 
will be issued. 

Communication of Homework ●​ Junior Infants/Senior Infants: 
The teachers of these classes will 
issue an overview of the homework 
via Aladdin. 

●​ 1st Class-6th Class: The teachers 
of these classes will issue a printed 
overview of the homework for the 
week. 

When Homework is Issued ●​ Homework will be issued on a 
Monday for the week. 

●​ The pupils can work ahead and 
complete the written homework at 
their own discretion across the 
week.   

●​ The following days homework must 
always be completed on time. Eg if 
it is a Tuesday, Tuesday’s 
homework must be completed for 
the day it is due. but pupils have 
the option to have worked ahead 
and complete Wednesday and  
Thursday night’s written homework 
in advance. 

Monitoring of Homework ●​ Teachers will monitor homework on 
a daily basis eg the homework that 
is due for Tuesday will be checked 
on a Tuesday. Pupils may not 
receive feedback immediately on 
their work but they will in due 
course. 

How Many Nights a Week Homework is 
Set 

●​ 4 nights of homework will be 
issued (Monday-Thursday). 

●​ 3 regular nights of homework plus 
1 night assigned to digital 
homework. 

Content of Homework (Regular Week) ●​ This will be at each teacher’s 
discretion and dependent on the 
class level but will include mainly 
English, Irish and Maths across the 
school. Grow in Love will be 
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included as part of the homework 
at the junior end of the school. 

●​ On the designated night that 
values homework is being issued, 
the rest of the written homework 
will be reduced. 

●​ On the designated night that digital 
homework is being issued, no 
additional written homework will be 
issued. 

●​ Homework will be differentiated, for 
pupils, as the need arises. 

●​ Where a pupil receives homework 
from their Special Education 
Teacher (SET), the class teacher 
and SET will collaborate in relation 
to the nature and type of 
homework the pupil is to receive.  

●​ Section 8.0 contains curricular 
support guides which have been 
put together for parents/guardians 
to enable a uniform approach 
between home and school. 

Content of Homework (Half Week) ●​ Adapted homework will be issued 
on half weeks, at each teacher’s 
own discretion. This may include 
novelty homework for seasonal 
weeks eg coming up to the 
Halloween break. 

●​ Homework passes will be issued 
on each pupil’s birthday. 

●​ Homework based on themed 
weeks will be included across the 
academic year eg: Science Week, 
Well-being Week. 

Time Allocated to Homework Junior/Senior Infants 
●​ 10-15 minutes 

1st/2nd Class 
●​ 20-30 minutes 

3rd/4th Class 
●​ 30-40 minutes 

5th/6th Class 
●​ 40-50 minutes 
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*Homework should not exceed the 
timings detailed above, if it does pupils 
can finish once the maximum timing has 
been reached and the parent/guardian 
can sign the homework so that the class 
teacher is informed.  

 
 
 
 
5.0 Consequences of no Homework Being Completed 
 
Junior Infants-2nd Class ●​ After three separate occasions of a 

pupil not having their homework 
completed, the class teacher will 
communicate with the 
parents/guardians with a view to 
discussing the matter and 
resolving the situation. 

●​ This system will start afresh termly 
(September, January, after Easter). 

3rd Class-6th Class ●​ After three separate occasions of a 
pupil not having their homework 
completed, a consequence will 
apply at the class teacher’s own 
discretion, in line with the school’s 
Code of Behaviour and Discipline 
Policy. 

●​ This system will start afresh termly 
(September, January, after Easter). 

 
 
 
 
 
6.0 Guidelines for Pupils 
Pupils are encouraged to: 

●​ Ensure their weekly homework overview is kept in a safe place for the week 
(1st-6th class). 

●​ Take home the relevant books and copies in order to complete the assigned 
homework correctly. 

●​ Return the homework on time. 
●​ Complete and present their homework independently and to the best of their 

ability, where possible. 
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●​ Appreciate that learning tasks such as spellings and tables are of equal 
importance as written tasks. 

●​ Ensure a parental explanation is presented, whether it be a written note or online 
communication, in the absence of homework. 

 
 
 
 
7.0 Guidelines for Parents/Guardians 
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to: 

●​ Agree a suitable time for completing homework, taking account of age, the need 
for play time, relaxation and family time. 

●​ Provide a quiet space, suitable work surface, free from distractions, interruptions 
and screens. 

●​ Provide your child with good lighting and the necessary materials such as 
stationery. 

●​ Allow your child to work independently as she should be able to work by herself 
with minimal support, where possible. Avoid over-helping. 

●​ Put a task away and revisit it after taking a break, if your child is getting 
frustrated. 

●​ Follow the time allocation detailed in section 4.0 of the policy. Homework should 
not exceed the timings detailed in section 4.0. If it does, pupils can finish once 
the maximum timing has been reached and the parent/guardian can sign the 
homework so that the class teacher is informed.  

●​ Supervise your child’s homework and check it when it has been completed. 
●​ Communicate with the class teacher, via written note or online communication, if 

the homework has not been completed due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 
*Please note if homework is a stressful experience between parent/guardian and child this leads 
to poor learning and defeats the purpose of the homework issued. Should this happen, on a 
regular basis, please inform the class teacher. 
 
 
 
8.0 Support Guides for Parents/Guardians 
 
 
Maths Calculation Plan Linked below you will find an overview of 

the calculations used across the 
curriculum, in maths, from junior 
infants-6th class. 
 

●​ Appendix 1.1-Junior/Senior Infants 
●​ Appendix 1.2-1st/2nd Class 
●​ Appendix 1.3-3rd/4th Class 
●​ Appendix 1.4-5th/6th Class 
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Digital Learning Supports 
(SeeSaw and Google Classroom) 

Within the school website www.stbrigid.ie, 
under the Student’s Portal section, you 
will find a tab dedicated to Digital 
Learning. Within this tab you will find the 
following supports for both SeeSaw and 
Google Classroom. 
 
SeeSaw (Junior Infants-2nd Class): 

●​ A Student’s Guide to SeeSaw 
(pdf) 

●​ Logging into SeeSaw (tutorial) 
●​ SeeSaw Interface (tutorial) 
●​ Completing and Activity on 

SeeSaw (tutorial) 
●​ Various SeeSaw Tools (tutorial) 

 
 
Google Classroom (3rd Class to 6th 
Class): 

●​ A Student’s Guide to Google 
Classroom (pdf) 

●​ Logging into Google Classroom  
(tutorial) 

●​ The Class Stream  (tutorial) 
●​ Classwork Section  (tutorial) 
●​ Turning in an Assignment  

(tutorial) 
●​ Submitting an Assignment Using a 

Template That you Have Created 
Yourself  (tutorial) 

●​ Managing Google Drive  (tutorial) 

Education in Human Values Supports Within the school website www.stbrigid.ie, 
under the About section, you will find a 
tab dedicated to Education in Human 
Values. Within this tab you will find the 
following supports for Education in 
Human Values. 
 

●​ Values 
●​ Values Blog 
●​ Féilte Showcase Human Values 
●​ Education in Human Values 

Manual 
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School Website 
Within the school website www.stbrigid.ie, under the Student’s Portal section, you will 
find a tab dedicated to Learning Links. This tab hosts a number of links for useful 
websites and interactive games across the majority of curriculum areas. 

Welcome Meetings 
Our Welcome Meetings, which take place across all class levels, at the start of the 
school year give class teachers the opportunity to run through their classroom 
routines for homework, in line with this policy. The Welcome Meetings provide 
parents/guardians with an opportunity to ask any questions/seek clarity with the class 
teacher in relation to homework. 

 
 
 
9.0 Roles and Responsibilities 

●​ The class teacher assigns homework, taking into consideration the 
recommended time allocation for homework and monitors it on a regular basis. 

●​ The pupils (1st-6th) are responsible for keeping their weekly overview of 
homework in a safe and consistent space and for taking home all the necessary 
books, copies and equipment necessary to complete their homework. 

●​ Parents/guardians are responsible for providing a suitable place, free from 
distractions, for their child to do their homework. They are also responsible for 
monitoring the homework process at home and ensuring that all homework has 
been completed to the best of their child’s ability. Parents/guardians are 
responsible for communicating when difficulties arise, if homework has not been 
completed or if their child has reached the maximum time allocated to homework 
without completing all of the necessary tasks.  

●​ The Principal, alongside the Board of Management, is responsible for the 
implementation of this policy and for its review. 

 
 
 
 
10.0 Ratification and Review 

 

    This Homework Policy was drafted by the In-School Management Team, informed by 
the views of staff, pupils and parents. 

The BOM will monitor its implementation and it will be reviewed, on or before January 
2027 or as the need arises. 
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